PEOPLE AND OCCUPATIONS IN PORT GIBSON, 1860

By HARRIS GAYLORD WARREN

The following list of adults resident in Port Gibson in
1860 according to the Eighth Census, affords a fairly ade-
quate view of age levels, sex, place of birth, occupations,
slave holding, and property valuation of free persons gain-
fully employed. The population of Port Gibson in that year
was 1,452: white, 895; slaves, 534; free colored, 23. Of the
white population, 335 (37.4%) gave an occupation to the
census taker, while nearly one-half of the free colored did so.
An absolutely accurate occupational census would require
consideration of slave occupations, but that information is
not available. While the total slave population was only
534, there are 645 listed here. The discrepancy is caused
by listing 188 slaves for J. B. Thrasher, while actually only
6 of them were in Port Gibson; nor were all of L. N. Bald-
win’s 81 slaves kept in town. Allowing six town slaves for
each of these men reduces the total by 257, leaving only 388.
That figure falls short of the census total by 146, but the rest
are to be found among householders for whom no occupation
is given in the census, and so are not included in this com-
pilation. It should be noted, also, that the alphabetical list-
ing by occupational groups frequently breaks up family
units. For example, William Smith and his three sons, Wil-
liam, Jr., Jessie, and D. Smith worked together in cutting
and laying stone.

A few comments may be made by way of interpretation.
It is striking that there were so few persons over 50 listed
by occupation. The clerical group could be expected to be
composed largely of young men, and only 5 (15.1%) of the
33 were 40 years of age or over. Of the 47 engaged in com-
merce and trade for whom ages were given, 18 (38.3%) were
40 or over. In the professional group, 15 (27.3%) of 55 were
40 or over; and in trades and handicrafts, 27 (20.6%) of 131
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were in that category. It is also noteworthy that only 62
(18.5%) of the 335 whites gainfully employed were natives
of Mississippi, particularly since Claiborne County lies within
the region of early settlement. Of the 62 native Mississip-
pians, nearly one-fourth were young men employed as clerks.
Immigrants, from other states and foreign countries, almost
completely dominated the business and professional life of
ante-bellum Port Gibson. More than one-half of those en-
gaged in commerce and trade were European immigrants,
and only two were Mississippians. An examination of the
other groups reveals a comparable situation. The people of
Port Gibson apparently were fairly well endowed with prop-
erty, real and personal, although allowance should be made
for slaves. There were 45 employed persons who confessed
to owning property worth $10,000 or more, and this number
would be increased considerably by adding widows and re-
tired planters, business men, and others. A more complete
analysis will reveal other facts of interest, but the compiler’s
principal purpose is to provide some assistance to local gen-
ealogists and not to pose as a sociologist. The data were ob-
tained from the original returns of the Eighth Census, Na-
tional Archives, Washington, D. C.

Name Age Sex Place of Birth Occupation No. of Property
Slaves Valuation
AGRICULTURE

Breeland, E. 36 M North Carolina Overseer
Burnett, John 41 M Mississippi Planter 17 $ 15,000
Cooper, Mary 40 F Georgia Planter 5 17,000

Goodman, I. , 40 M Kentucky Overseer
Lee, Wm. C. 54 M Mississippi Planter 54 20,000
Marye, J. T. 44 M Virginia Planter 14 31,000

Prince, C. S.

(Mrs?) 60 Tennessee Planter 7 13,000

Reeves, A. 26 Georgia Overseer

2=

Rickhow, E. J. 52 New Jersey Overseer
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Name

Bethea, Henry
Boland, I
Boothe, B.
Broughton, T. W.
Burroughs, J.
Cohn, W. J.
Colson, H. M,
Derrah, John
Eichel, A.
English, James
Garrison, F.
Gorden, W.
Harrison, G.
Hastings, John G.
Hastings, R. M.
Herman, S.
Jones, R.
Kennard, M. K.
Lowery, Thomas
McCaleb, John
McCallough, J.
McDougall, C.
Macfarlane, W. R.
Peirce, J.
Phillips, L.
Pryor, W.
Sevier, George
Sevier, Arnold
Smith, Frank,
Terrill, P. L.
Unger, E.
Walker, N. S.
Young, M.

Bergeman, S.
Bernheimer, A.
Bernheimer, S.
Bethea, Philip
Block, M.
Bloom, A.

20
16
34
40
96
28
20
20
19
19
22
18
19
20
17
21
18
19
59
24
33
18
47
25
25
22
21
15
16
36
46
24
19
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Age Sex Place of Birth

CLERICAL

Mississippi
Switzerland
Mississippi
Louisiana

Pennsylvania

Hassen
Mississippi
Mississippi
France
Mississippi

Pennsylvania

Mississippi
Ohio
Mississippi
Mississippi
France
Mississippi
Mississippi
Virginia
Mississippi
Tennessee
Mississippi
Scotland
Canada
Prussia
Canada
Mississippi
Mississippi
Mississippi
Maryland
France
New York
Bavaria

THE JOURNAL OF Miss1ssiprr HISTORY

Occupation No. of
Slaves

Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Cierk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk
Clerk

COMMERCE AND TRADE

21
49
48
43
51
25

S2ERR=R

France
Germany
Germany
Tennessee
Prussia
France

Peddler
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Butcher

3

3

5

1
4

Property
Valuation

3,000
8,800
2,300

5,000

15,000
20,000
20,000
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Name Age Sex
Boken, Fred 48 M
Brocasco, W. 30 M
Carpenter, H. C. 28 M
Comfort, G. 31 M
Drinkwater, E. 21 M
Englesing, F. 30 M
Frankenbush, J. 30 M
Fulkerson, Geo. 28 M
Fulkerson, W. B. 30 M
Garrison, T. 5 M
Geinsenberger,

W. 45 M
Haines, D. 50 M
Kauffman, M. 40 M
Keiffer, Louis 49 M
Kennard, J. L. 45 M
Lanburger, F. 28 M
Leonard, A. R. 32 M
Levi, M. 22 M
Levy, L. 25 M
Levy, M. 28 M
Levy, S. 30 M
Lischer, John 25 M
Lischer, John E. 56 M
Lischer, M. 48 7
Mason, J. S. 42 M
Newman, Louis 25 M
Orr, W. J. 42 M
Parkinson, R. 51 M
Phillipe, F. 27 M
Rinehart, A. 68 M
Ritchie, J. 21 M
Sense, A. 38 M
Summers, L. 47 M
Ullman, J. J. M
Ullman, S. 20 M
Shreve, Charles 46 M
Walker, S. B. 31 M
Walker, W. E. 30 M
Weeks, P, W. 30 M
Weil, C. 19 M
Wilkey, S. 26 M
Wilson, W. G. 48 M

Place of Birth

Switzerland
New Jersey
Mississippi
Kentucky
England
Prussia
Bohemia
Kentucky
Kentucky
New Jersey

France

Pennsylvania

France
France
Maryland
Wertenberg
Kentucky
France
France
France
France
New York
France
France
Delaware
Bavaria
Louisiana
Virginia
Baden
Bavaria
Mississippi
Prussia
France
Prussia
Prussia
New Jersey
Maryland
Maryland
Tennessee
France

Pennsylvania

Occupation No. of
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Property

Slaves Valuation

COMMERCE AND TRADE (Continued)

Baker
Trader
Merchant
Druggist
Baker
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant

Merchant
Trader
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Baker
Druggist
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Confectioner
Confectioner

[y

Merchant 10

Merchant
Butcher
Merchant
Baker
Merchant
Butcher
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Druggist
Merchant
Merchant
Merchant
Peddler
Druggist

South Carolina Merchant

-3

$ 2,000
1,500

23,000
22,000

1,500
32,000
11,000

1,000
10,000
14,000
21,000
25,000

10,000
2,000
1,000
4,000
1,000

500

78,000
10,000
6,000
1,400
800
1,000
3,000
7,000
11,000
46,000
13,000

2,000
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Name

Abbay, S. F.
Alling, Rhoda
Baldwin, L. N.

Barbadoux, E.
Barbadoux, H
Barbadoux, L.
Barlow, M. M.
Bender, D. G
Berry, T. Y.

Butler, A. J.

Butler, George B.

Butler, L. J.
Butler, Z.
Clatsan, H.

Coburn, Adan
Coburn, E.

Coleman, John B.

Ellett, Henry T.
Fitzhugh, E. A.
Fitzhugh, E. T.
Glyass, F.
Gray, J. G.
Grecne, J.

Hall, F. C.
Huber, P.
Hughes, Henry
Jones, B.

Jones, R. B.
Kelly, Ann
Lowery, S. C.
Maury, R. B.
McAllister, Dr.
Miller, E.
Miller, E.

Miller, Wm.
Montmercy, A.

56
25
42

32
35
29
33
23
38
29

32
21
57
20

30
40
52
47
22
25
22
31
19
28
28
31
50

39
18
45
26
32
32
33

36
45
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Age Sex Place of Birth

PROFESSIONS

Kentucky
Connecticut
Connecticut

Kentucky (?)
Kentucky
Kentucky (?)
Delaware
Pennsylvania
Mississippi
Washington,
D.C.
Pennsylvania
Mississippi
Pennsylvania
West Indies

Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
Kentucky
New Jersey
England
England
Virginia
New York
Tennessee
Mississippi
Baden
Mississippi
Virginia

Virginia
Mississippi
Mississippi
Virginia
Virginia
Mississippi
Baden

Pennsylvania
England

THE JOURNAL OF MIississiPPI HISTORY

Occupation No. of
Slaves

Physician 2
Teacher
Lawyer- 81
Planter
Teacher
Teacher 1
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Lawyer 3
Teacher

Teacher 9
Surveyor
Precacher 18

Music
Teacher

Artist

Artist
Lawyer 12
Lawyer 17
Teacher
Teacher
Teacher
Lawyer
Teacher
Artist

Priest
Lawyer

Tecacher-
Preacher 9

Tecacher
Teacher
Teacher 1
Physician
Physician
Teacher
Music
Teacher
Artist
Teacher

Property
Valuation

11,000

165,000

$ 10,000

11,000

5,000

15,000

18,000
70,000

5,000

1,000

8,000

2,000
300

1,000
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Name Age Sex Place of Birth Occupation No. of Property
Slaves Valuation

PROFESSIONS (Continued)

Moody, G. V. 43 M Maine Lawyer 5 23,000
Morris, J. S. 30 M Mississippi Lawyer 4 14,000
Peck, A. H. 51 M Massachusetts Physician 2 19,000
Phelps, E. B. 30 M Connecticut Teacher
Redfield, E. M. 28 F New York Teacher
Ring, H. 39 M Maryland Physician 500
Rohnbacker, I. M. 28 F Ohio Teacher
Rohnbacker, P. F. 33 M Baden Music

Teacher 1,500
Schevendeman, A. 30 F Switzerland Teacher
Seidlitz, G. W. 36 M Prussia Teacher 7,500
Sevier, Geo. W. 48 M Alabama Dentist 7 7,500
Shoemaker, Rufus 30 M Mississippi Editor 5,000
Thomas, A. E, 40 M Virginia Physician 7 20,000
Thompson, Wm. 16 M Mississippi Teacher
Thrasher, J. B. 58 M Kentucky Lawyer-

Planter 188 35,000
Valentine, B. G. 25 M New York Teacher
Watson, K. 22 F Ohio Teacher
Wharton, R. G. 45 M Virginia Physician 8 §$ 12,000
Wilson, W. L. 32 M Maryland Lawyer 600

TRADES AND HANDICRAFTS

Anderson, A. J. 42 M Kentucky Carriage
maker 4,000
Baker, W. 43 M North Carolina Gunsmith 4 16,000
Balander, I. 60 M Pennsylvania Wagon
maker 4,000
Barnes, Sam 22 M Mississippi Painter
Barrott, J. 25 M Michigan Stonemason
Biggs, John 47 M Scotland Gunsmith
Bobo, Wm. 18 M Texas Carriage
maker
Boucher, G. W. 25 M Virginia Carpenter
Bovee, Geo. 27 M New York Gunsmith
Braxton, E. 31 M Indiana Tinsmith
Broughton, R. 21 M Canada Carriage
maker
Brown, F. 26 M Ireland Shoemaker
Cashman, P. H. 41 M Ireland Stonemason
Chamberlain,
J. W. 29 M Ohio Plasterer
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Name

Age Sex Place of Birth

THE JOURNAL OF MIsSIsSIPPI HISTORY

Occupation No. of
Slaves

TRADES AND HANDICRAFTS (Continued)

Clark, R.
Clarke, G.

lements, H. H.

Cobburn, C.

Cockbayer, Henry

Coleman, T.

Cramsie, James

Crawford, H.

Crawford, John
Davis, John R.

Day, W. O.
Dcnne, R.
Dinvers, E. J.
Dischinger, E.
Dischinger, G.
Dischinger, H.
Dischinger, 1.
Dischingcer, T.
Duvall, R.
Early, H. T.

FEdwards, H. A,

Eliass, John
Elliott, J. B.
Emanuel, V.
Evercshade, E.
Falloon, C.

Fercott, John
Foote, J. L.

Francis, Mark
Fuller, Kirk

Galfflar
Garnier, P.
Gram, H.
Gray, John
Green, A.
Green, W. A,
Groves, M.
IIarris, R.
Harris, T.

”), G

33

45
25
27
22
45
24
22
35
22
52
24
20
18
17
35
48
24
35
39
25
28
37

28
438

21
26

25
35
40
24
19
28
37
24
30
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Ohio
Maine

Tennessee
Ohio
England
Ircland
Ircland
New York
New York
Mississippi
England
Badcn
Ohio
Baden
New York
Mississippi
Mississippi
Mississippi
Mississippi

North Carolina

Indiana
Wales

At sea
Moryland
Maryland
Mississippi

Mississippi
Ohio
Kentucky
Massachusetts
Ohio
Georgia
Ohio
Indiana
Mississippi
Ireland
Virginia
Ireland
Ohio

Plasterer
Carnrage
maker
Printer
Carpenter
Ginwright
Shocmaker
Carpenter
Plasterer
Plasterer
Blacksmith
Saddler
Stonemason
Carponter
Shoemaker
Shcemaker
Blacksmith
Saddler
Saddler
Carpenter
Tailor
Tinner
Saddler
Printer
Stonecutter
Stonecutter
Shingle
maker
Printer
Carpenter
Painter
Stonemason

Saddler
Painter
Plasterer
Brickmason 1
Printer
Tinsmith 1
Brickmason
Shoemaker
Saddler

Property
Valuation

500

1,500

6,000

1,000

800

4,000

$ 2,000
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Name

Heck, M.
Heid, A.
Holliday, P.

Hughes, P.
Ingram, A.
Ingram, J. O.
Jobonski, J.

Jones, James
Jones, S.
Kelly, Joshua
King, W.
Knight, Henry
Laughlin, G.
Lawson, H.
Lewis, A. J.
Lischer, Frank
Little, Henry

Little, J.
Logan, M.
Lowery, T.
McGrew, C.

McKeever, Wm.

McLean, G.
McMurray, H.
Mandell, L. A.
Massan, C.
Mayberry, F.
Mills, P. H.
Morton, A.
Morton, John
Mucher, John

Nasom, G.

Noland, P.
Parker, C.

34
26
28

40
70
39
25

26
20
47
24
22
25
22
42
21
23

30
27
16
35
35

35
35
32
37
25
30
24
47
35

30

40
35

2=
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Age Sex Place of Birth

Virginia
Brunswick
Bavaria
Ireland

Bavaria

North Carolina

Mississippi
At sea

Virginia
Mississippi
Kentucky
England
Ireland

Ohio

Tennessee
South Carolina
Pennsylvania
England

England
New York
Mississippi
Mississippi
At Sea

Indiana
Tennessee
Bremen
France
Maryland
New York
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Hamburg

New York

Ireland

Michigan

Occupation No. of

111

Property

Slaves Valuation

TRADES AND HANDICRAFTS (Continued)
Haymaker, G. W. 28

Blacksmith
Tailor
Gunsmith

Carriage
maker

Tailor
Painter
Painter 12

Carriage
trimmer

Carpenter
Printer
Blacksmith 7
Painter
Stonemason
Saddler
Carpenter
Stonemason
Carpenter

Cabinet
maker

Tailor
Blacksmith
Printer
Carpenter

Carriage
Painter 1

Painter
Tinsmith
Varnisher
Tailor
Carpenter
Tinsmith
Saddler
Carpenter

Wagon
maker

Carriage
maker

Plasterer

Carriage
maker

3,000

500

17,000

8,000

5,000

1,000

2,000
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Name

Age Sex Place of Birth

Occupation

THE JOURNAL OF MississipPl HISTORY

TRADES AND HANDICRAFTS (Continued)

Patterson, W.
Pearson, Wm,

Pier, S.
Quiggle, F.

Rankin, I.
Reed, A. H.

Reeder, R. W.

Riley, Geo.

Roberts, John
Rcbinson, C.
Rollins, A.
Ryan, T.
Sager, A.

Scharshall, (?)

Schertie, Geo.

Schroeder, W. II.
Shannahan, T.

Sink, D. G.
Smedes, H.

Smith, C.
Smith, D.
Smith, James
Smith, Jeff
Smith, Jessie
Smith, John

Smith, Wm.

Smith, Wm., Jr.
Somelane, T. (?)

Staub, H.
Tarplin, J.
Terhutten, A.
Tieman, A.
Tinnins, P.

Turner, Tom

Turner, Thomas

19
22

28

22
31
35
29
26

25
43
92
41
33
21
30
26
50
23
22

23
16
93
25
18
30

49
20
29
40
35
26
26
23

24
45
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Mississippi
New Jersey

New Jersey

Ireland
Ireland
Pennsylvania
Pennsylvania
Virginia

Mississippi
Virginia
Maine
Ireland
Tyrol
Ireland
Wertenberg
New York
Ircland
Indiana
New Jersey

Mississippi
Kentucky
Tennecssee
Mississippi
Kentucky
Maine

Tennessce
Kentucky
Ireland
Switzerland
Ohio
Prussia
Hamburg
Ireland

Indiana
England

Gunsm'th

Carriage
maker

Carriage
maker
Stonecutter
Plasterer
Plasterer
Painter
V/agon
maker
Blacksmith
Brickmason
Carpenter 9
Shoemaker
Shoemaker
Shoemaker
Shoemaker
Brickmason
Carpenter
Tinner
Carriage
maker
Brickmaker
Stonecutter
Brickmaker 5
Brickmaker
Stonecutter
Carriage
maker
Stonemason
Stonecutter
Stonecutter
Stone carver
Painter
Silversmith
Tailor
Carriage
maker
Stonemason
Brick-
mason 15

No. of
Slaves

Property
Valuation

1,000
$ 120
1,500

16,000
5,000

1,500

14,000

8,000

13,000

37,000
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Name

Age Sex Place of Birth

Occupation No. of

Slaves

TRADES AND HANDICRAFTS (Continued)

Turner, William 21

Watkins, B.
Watt, Robert
Waulls, John
Wilkeson, T.
Wild, Geo.
Williams, L. P.
Wylie, James

63
56
29
30
33
35
29

SR2RRERR

England
Connecticut
Ireland
Indiana
Ireland
France
Alabama
Ireland

Bricklayer
Carpenter
Carpenter 12
Blacksmith
Stonecutter
Silversmith
Saddler 4

Carriage
maker

MANUAL AND HOUSEHOLD LABOR

Block, P.
Carroll, M.
Daly, H. McD.
Dikman, D.
Dorr, John
Faus, I
Jones, D.
Kelly, J.
Kennedy, T.

Milliken, Sam, Jr.
Milliken, Braxton

Morrison, T.
Salcopt, (?)
Shea, John
Smith, W.
Solomon, Moses
Stuckley, John
Tuffy, Biddy

Bond, Ann
Burch, W. H.
Christian, Jane

Christopher, H. L.

Clingan, N. B.
Daly, Mrs. M.

30
29
46
32
16
40
25
42
50
22
19
38
28
35
20
33
24
20

33
30
30
26

M Germany Laborer

M Ireland Laborer

M Ireland Laborer

M Germany Laborer

M Texas Laborer

M Ireland Laborer

M Ireland Laborer

M Ireland Laborer

M Ireland Laborer

M Indiana Laborer

M Indiana Laborer

M Ireland Laborer

M Germany Laborer

M Scotland Laborer

M Ireland Laborer

M Bavaria Laborer

M South Carolina Laborer

F Ireland Servant
MISCELLANEOUS

F Ireland Milliner

M Virginia Engineer

F Louisiana Seamstress

M Kentucky Telegrapher

M Mississippi Sailor 1

F Ireland Boarding

house

113

Property
Valuation

2,000
22,000
200

4,000
9,000

8,000

$ 3,000
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Name

Daniels, Henry

Dorr, Eliza

Dorsey, Mrs.

THE JOURNAL OF MissisSIPPI HISTORY

Age Sex

Place of Birth

MISCELLANEOUS (Continued)

38

44
22

English, Mrs. A, 42

Ifalloon, Eliza

Farmer, M.

Fulton, Lizzie
Gage, James A.

Garnier, Emily
Girault, G. M.
Girault, J. .
Gordon, R. F.

Graves, Sarah

Groves, A. V.
Ilara, M. O.

[O’'Hara]

Hastinzs, Eliza

36

45
17
45

30
27
25

28

31

25
60

Iastings, John G. 48

Hastings, W. H. 21

Helm, Caroline
Kavanaugh, C.
Loftim, John

45
27
21

McDougall, Daniel 47

McMurray, C. H. 38

Milliken,

Milliken, Wm.

Montgomery,
Morris, Wm. T.

Oriol, H.

Reedes, N. E.
Richardson, C.

Sam.

62

46

C. 19

27
27
29
45

M

g e
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England

Mississippi
Mississippi
Kentucky

Miscissippi

Mississippi
Mississippi

South Carolina

Mississippi
Mississippi
Mississippi
Scotland

Mississippi
New York

Ireland
Virginia
Virginia
Mississippi
Mississippi
Ireland

Ireland
New York

Tennessee

North Carolina

Indiana

Mississippi
Alabama
France
Kentucky
New York

Livery
stable
Seamstress
Seamstress

Milliner

Washer-
woman

Scamstress
Seamstress

Clerk,
Probate

Scamstress
Sheriff
Deputy
Sheriff
Livery
stable
Boarding
house
Seamstress

Scamstress
Boarding
house
Saloon-
keeper
Deputy
Marshal
Scamstress
Milliner
Engineer

Clerk,
County

Engineer

Stable
keeper

Stable
keeper

Telegrapher

Postmaster
Bartender
Milliner
Engineer

Occupation No. of
Slaves

6

1

1

1

Property
Valuation

3,000

2,000

7,000
2,000

10,000

200

12,000

3,000

8,000

4,000
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Name

Roberts, John
Starkie, Estes
Starkie, John
Thompson, John
Vardeman, W. E.

Bolton, Sarah

Byrd, John
Harriss, Malissa
Harriss, Wilson
Jacobs, J.
Proudfoot, Syrena
Redding, Amy
Redding, Julia
Redding, Polly
Russell, Daphne
Saucer, James

Age Sex Place of Birth

MISCELLANEOUS (Continued)

35 M Mississippi

38 F England

38 M England

17 M Mississippi

41 M Mississippi
FREE COLORED

44 F South Carolina

42 M Virginia

19 F Mississippi

21 M South Carolina

30 M Mississippi

24 F Mississippi

483 F Kentucky

23 F Kontucky

15 F Kentucky

50 F Kentucky

25 M Mississippi

115
Occupation No. of Property
Slaves  Valuation
Wagoner 250
Seamstress
Gardener 1 2,300
Telcgrapher
Hotel
keeper 6 16,000
Washer-
woman $ 300
Barber 2 2,500
Seamstress
Carpenter
Teamster 4,500
Washerwoman
Washerwoman
Washerwoman
Washerwoman
Washerwoman
Saddler



